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FROM THE EDITOR 
With another “Pink Ball” Test in progress, this one being the first at the new Optus 
Stadium in Perth, the discussion continues concerning Australian Test Match 
venues, given the recent abandonment of a Sheffield Shield Match at the MCG. 
While such discussion occupies column space in the newspapers, it is difficult to 
imagine the 100,000-capacity MCG not being the ongoing venue for the Boxing 
Day Test. Should you be wondering about the significance of the front-cover 
picture, let me say if you have not yet visited the State Library Victoria, to view 
this most historic trophy which is on loan from the Marylebone Cricket Club from 
26th November, 2019 until 23rd February, 2020, I recommend it. 

In this issue, it is the turn of Vice-President, Tony Ventura, to provide the President/Vice-President 
column in which he has drawn to the attention of readers the forthcoming activities of the 
Association. For the fourth time, there is no column entitled “From the Desk of the Umpiring 
Manager” and, as is now known to all umpires on the CV Premier Panel, as the result of a recent 
email, Jason Leonard-Scott will be finishing in this position on 24th January, 2020. While his 
replacement has yet to be announced, I should hope that we may be able to continue this column 
later in the season. I am pleased to be able to bring you the first report from our 2019/20 
VCAUSA/CV scholarship recipient, Chris Grant. This is the first of two reports which Chris will write 
for Law 43 during the season.  
Given the emphasis which is now placed on Women’s Cricket, particularly in the media, I thought I 
should remind readers that the playing of our great game by women, is nothing new. In order to 
illustrate this point I have reproduced an article from a small book from my personal home library, 
entitled No-Balls and Googlies – A Cricket Companion, which I hope you find of interest. Perhaps 
this article should be read in conjunction with that entitled “CA is Disingenuous and its System 
Sexist” which I have taken from the regular cricket Newsletter, Playing the Game. 
Again, I thank John Collins for his continuing column, “Some John Collins’ Wisdom” which I hope 
readers find of interest. But let me emphasise, that the invitation is open for any reader to contribute 
to this column in future issues. The same applies to the now regular column, “Macca’s Book Review” 
and, as I have written several times previously in this Editorial, I should welcome a review of any 
book which you have read recently, to publish in this column. It does not have to be a cricket book, 
as is the case in this issue for Alan McCarthy’s review of the book, Leather Soul – A half-back 
flanker’s rhythm and blues. 
Thanks also to Ralph Francione for the article entitled “A Wander Through Wisden” which should 
be of interest to both Wisden regular readers and non-readers. On the basis of Ralph’s final 
comment, I shall look forward to receiving more of his “written word” to publish in future issues. 
Secretary, Gerry Schembri, drew to my attention a brief “Bio” of VCAUSA Associate Member, Paul 
Jenson, which he noted in the recent issue of the newsletter of the Australian Cricket Society, 
Pavilion, and asked that I reproduce it in this issue. But on the same page there was also a “Bio” of 
Don Moyes who would be known to some readers. VCAUSA Members have already received notice 
of the Restaurant Night planned for 9th January, 2020 and the advertisement for this should serve 
as a reminder to “RSVP” should you be interested in attending this function. 
Finally, may I wish all readers a pleasant and relaxing Christmas and, should your agenda be similar 
to my own, post-Christmas, an enjoyable few days at the Boxing Day Test. 

Trevor Finlayson 
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – “DAD’S PAPER” 

We have pretty much reached the half-way mark of the season and it’s time to 
enjoy the festive season.  This means sit back and relax with the Big Bash and 
the Boxing Day Test Match.  This year we take on New Zealand (The Kiwis) on 
Boxing Day.  So, The Kiwis finally return after a 32-year absence.  Believe me, 
this summer does really need The Kiwis to put up a contest and put some life 
back into this summer’s season after Pakistan’s effort.   
The question is will the Boxing Day Test go ahead at the MCG, given the recent  
Sheffield Shield controversy where the Vic vs WA game was called off after just 

30-odd overs. (Well done Geoff and Phil by the way).  Fancy not having the Boxing Day Test at the 
MCG.  I can’t see that happening, can you?  Although the pitch does need to be up to par, no 
pressure on the curator!!!  Let’s hope it all works out and we have a ripper Test Match.  That will put 
the “WACAs” back in their box! 
The season schedule really starts to ramp up from now onwards. The Youth Premier League gets 
into full swing. These matches in December and January next year offer the opportunity for the new 
panel members to stand with senior and experienced colleagues in a more relaxed setting and 
mostly played on the main Cricket Victoria Premier ovals. So, make yourself available, even if it’s 
for a game or two, your umpiring experience will be enhanced.  
I should like to encourage all members to consider attending the various upcoming social events 
next year. These include:  
• Mexican restaurant night on Thursday, 9th January, 2020; 
• MUCC breakfast on Friday 21st February, 2020; 
• Social Cricket Match v Mt Waverley Vets on Monday, 9th March (Labour Day), 2020; and 
• VCAUSA Annual Dinner and Presentation Night on Friday, 1st May, 2020.  
Check out the back of Law 43 for all the updates. Our secretary, Gerry Schembri, will also send out 
flyers on each event. 
Your Committee of Management is very aware of the need to provide value to members for their 
membership. So, the only way members can get value is to turn up to these social events, as all of 
these are heavily subsidised, making them great value for money.  
Finally, on behalf of the VCAUSA Committee of Management, I should like to wish everyone a happy 
and safe festive season with best wishes for the New Year.  

Tony Ventura 
----------------------------------------------------- 

SPOFFORTH’S SECRET 

The great Australian cricketer, Fred Spofforth, was often asked how he came to be such an excellent 
fielder close to the wicket. He replied, “When I was quite young, I made a boy, when out for a walk, 
throw stones into a hedge, and as the sparrows flew out, I caught ‘em!” 
(from No-Balls and Googlies – A Cricket Companion – Geoff Tibballs, ISBN: 978-1-78243-028-5 (Michael O’Mara Books, 

Ltd., London, 2006) p 52) 
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THE 2019/20 VCAUSA/CV SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – PART 1 
It’s a privilege to be able to report on the CV / VCAUSA Scholarship Program for 2019/20. My thanks 
go to Cricket Victoria, the Umpires and Scorers’ Association, as well as the Cricket Australia National 
Umpire Panel members for this opportunity. 
The first half of season 2019/20 has been enjoyable for several reasons, 
the variety of cricket and off-field opportunities for a start. I have been 
extremely fortunate at this point to be mentored by an experienced 
member of the CV and CA National Panels. To date, this has consisted 
of weekly conversations about match situations I have faced, guidance 
on preparation and general philosophy of cricket umpiring. My on-field 
appointments have ranged from Premier First XI, to Premier Fourth XI, 
Men’s and Women’s T20 and a WBBL Curtain Raiser in Ballarat. In fact, 
it wasn’t until Round 8 that I got my first look at a Red Kookaburra (we 
have the weather and some playing condition challenges to thank for 
that). 

Off the field, I was fortunate enough to be invited into the Match 
Referee’s quarters for the Round 4 Sheffield Shield match between 
Victoria and Queensland at the MCG. My sincere thanks go to David 
Talalla and Cricket Australia for providing this opportunity. Standing 
on-field were John Ward and Shawn Craig. Prior to the match, the 
umpires and referee (Playing Control Team) conduct a ground 
inspection and run through how the next four days will proceed. This 
was a rare opportunity to go behind the scenes and inspect the 
ground’s facilities, pitch and outfield. On the morning of the match, I 
was lucky enough to be with the Match Referee for the coin toss and 
pre-match preparations. Being out on the MCG on a match day is a 
wonderful experience. 
During the match, my session in the box gave me the chance to ask 
what a Match Referee looks for in each of his umpires as well how they 
control the match. And before you ask, I wasn’t there the day James 
Pattinson was reported. Watching Shawn and John at close quarters 
gave me the opportunity to observe their routines, teamwork and 
general field positioning. It was thoroughly enjoyable, watching two of 

the country’s top umpires go through their paces and provided plenty of learnings which I will take 
with me. 
The final piece of the First-Class Cricket experience given to me was in the form of a Team dinner 
which occurred after the first day’s play. This provided an insight into the other side of high-
performance officiating, the rest, recovery and preparation for the remainder of the match. There’s 
not a huge amount of ‘cricket-talk’ aside from a small debrief from the day’s play. Again, I’m thankful 
to David, Shawn and John for allowing me to ‘intrude’ into their Sheffield Shield match. 
Among my other on-field appointments thus far was the already mentioned WBBL Curtain Raiser 
match in Ballarat. Here I was exposed to an aspect of high-performance officiating I have little 
experience in, being wired up with radios. Whilst the match was relatively low on the intensity scale, 
it provided me and my on-field colleague for the day, Lisa McCabe, with a chance to learn about the 
next level in a ‘safe’ environment. Jason Leonard-Scott acted as Match Referee for the curtain raiser 

 
Chris Grant in action in 
Premier Cricket (Picture 
courtesy of Damian Herft) 

 

Two views of “The G” – as seen 
by Chris Grant 
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and provided great feedback both during and after the match. The Match Referee for the main match 
was Damian Herft and he was able to provide some valuable pointer for both of us from the match. 
With the mid-season break in sight, and the red balls now in full swing (no pun intended), I look 
forward to what lies ahead. My thanks again go to Jason Leonard-Scott, the VCAUSA, Shawn Craig, 
Phil Gillespie, Geoff Joshua and John Ward for implementing and supporting the Scholarship 
Program. 

Chris Grant 
--------------------------------------------------- 

KIWI BRINGS UP FORTY YEARS OF COMMUNITY UMPIRING 

Former New Zealand first-class umpire Jeremy Busby brought up forty years of community umpiring 
recently when he stood in a match in Wellington, thus adding another game to his 800 plus match 
record. Busby, now 58, was just 18 when he started umpiring in Christchurch in November, 1979. 
There he made rapid progress mentored by Fred Goodall, then one of New Zealand’s top umpires, 
and through the highs and lows of a chequered career, his passion for umpiring is still clearly evident. 
Over the past 40 years Busby has stood in first-class, List A, Women’s One-Day Internationals 
(ODI), Under-19 Test and ODIs, numerous New Zealand Cricket provincial and age-group, one-day 
games, and been the fourth umpire in a Test Match. On top of his on-field umpiring achievements, 
he has also contributed 35 years to umpire training. From 1983 he was the Regional Training Officer 
(RTO) in Canterbury for many years before being made a Life Member of the Umpires’ Association 
there in 2006, and then became Wellington's RTO in 2008. 
Busby's introduction to umpiring came literally by accident. A promising left-arm spinner, he badly 
broke the thumb on his bowling hand in a football training accident in 1979, and facing a summer of 
inactivity, decided to try umpiring. His first appointment was to a Canterbury third-grade match, his 
fellow umpire being Brian Aldridge, then secretary of the local Umpires’ Association, who himself 
went on to stand at Test level, as well as in the final of the 1992 World Cup at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. 
Since his move to Wellington over a decade ago, Busby has continued his contribution to umpiring 
and umpire training. The chairman of the Cricket Wellington Umpires and Scorers’ Association since 
2014, he originally only took on that role as a caretaker for a year, but is still there, further highlighting 
his dedication and passion for umpiring. His commitment to umpiring was acknowledged in 2018 
when he was awarded the Mike Curtis Cup for services to community cricket at the Cricket 
Wellington Club Awards. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2957-14669, 28th November, 2019) 
---------------------------------------------------- 

FATHER’S FUMBLE 

During a Test Match at Edgbaston in 2004, England’s Andrew Flintoff hit a mighty six into the crowd, 
where a spectator made a gallant attempt to catch it. But very publicly, with the world’s TV cameras 
on him, he dropped it. The hapless individual turned out to be Flintoff’s father, Colin. 
(from No-Balls and Googlies – A Cricket Companion – Geoff Tibballs, ISBN: 978-1-78243-028-5 (Michael O’Mara Books, 

Ltd., London, 2006) p 52) 
----------------------------------------------------- 
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WOMEN’S CRICKET 
Women's cricket has always been more than just an appendage to the men's game. After all, the 
first Women's World Cup was staged in 1973 - two years before the men's version. Indeed, the 
first report of a women's cricket match appeared in the Reading Mercury as early as 26th July 1745.  

“The greatest cricket match that was ever played in the South part of England was on Friday, 
the 26th of last month, on Gosden Common, near Guildford, in Surrey, between eleven maids 
of Bramley and eleven maids of Hambleton, dressed all in white. The Bramley maids had blue 
ribbons and the Hambleton maids red ribbons on their heads. The Bramley girls got 119 
notches and the Hambleton girls 127. There was of bothe sexes the greatest number that ever 
was seen on such an occasion. The girls bowled, batted, ran and catches as well as most men 
could do in that game.”' 

The first women's cricket club, the White Heather Club, was formed in 1887 at Nun Appleton 
in Yorkshire. It started out with just eight members, but within three years that figure had 
increased to fifty, among the number being Lucy Ridsdale, later Mrs Stanley Baldwin. The year 1890 also saw the 
appearance of two teams of professional women cricketers whose talents were advertised in several periodicals. The 
advertisement ran: 

“With the object of providing the suitability of the National Game as a pastime for the fair sex in preference to 
Lawn Tennis and other less scientific games, the English Cricket and Athletic Association Ltd have organized two 
complete elevens of female players under the title of THE ORIGINAL ENGLISH LADY CRICKETERS.”  

Known as the Red XI and the Blue XI, the girls were forbidden to use their real names and were chaperoned by a matron 
wherever they went. Coached by male professionals, they were paid £1.15s a week plus expenses of up to 1s a day. A crowd 
of 15,000 turned up to watch the Original English Lady Cricketers (OELC) play their first match at Liverpool and they 
went on to embark on a successful nationwide tour but by the summer of 1891 the novelty had worn off and the OELC 

was disbanded. 
The Women's Cricket Association was founded in 1926 and the first overseas tour was made to 
Australia and New Zealand in 1934-5, featuring the inaugural women's Test Match, between 
Australia and England at Brisbane in December, 1934. Batting first, Australia slumped to 13-5 and 
were finally dismissed for 47, Myrtle Madagan taking 7 for 10. She then opened the batting for 
England and top scored with 72 in a total of 154. With spinner Anne Palmer taking 7 for 18, 
Australia were restricted to 138 in their second innings and England knocked off the 32 needed 
to win for the loss of one wicket. Soon Maclagan's opening partnership with Betty Snowball was 
being compared to that of Sutcliffe and Hobbs. The Morning Post waxed lyrical: 

What matter that we lost, mere nervy men 
Since England's women now play England's game, 
Wherefore Immortal Wisden, take your pen 
And write MACLAGAN on the scroll of fame. 

In 1958, the International Women's Cricket Council was formed to co-ordinate women's cricket. Today there are ten 
women's Test teams: Australia, England, India, Ireland, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, South Africa, Sri Lanka and 
West Indies. 
In addition, the following four countries have played one-day matches: Denmark, Japan, Bangladesh and Scotland. Of these, 
only Bangladesh has official one-day status, having replaced the Netherlands as one of the ten countries with this status. 

(from No-Balls and Googlies – A Cricket Companion – Geoff Tibballs, ISBN: 978-1-78243-028-5 (Michael O’Mara Books, Ltd., London, 2006) pp 
93-95) 
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SOME JOHN COLLINS’ WISDOM 
“It is a cussed game. It can show you glimpses of beauty in a stroke perfectly played, perhaps, and 
then it throws back into the trough of mediocrity. Only the most phlegmatic or those who don’t give 
a damn or those with unshakeable belief, survive these upheavals easily.” 

(from “It Never Rains” - Peter Roebuck) 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

“We have nothing against man cricketers. Some of them are quite nice people, even though they 
don’t win as often as we do.” 

Ravhael Hayhoe-Flint 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

AND SOME MORE FOR GOOD MEASURE! 
“Too many people think they have an open mind when it’s just vacant,” 

Anon 
“A short saying often contains much wisdom.” 

Sophocles 
“Luck is a matter of preparation meeting opportunity.” 

Oprah Winfrey 
(from A Little Book of Wisdom ed. David Notley, ISBN 0-7117-0985-8 (Jarrold Publishing Ltd., 1997) 

--------------------------------------------- 

A GOOD SLEDGE 
Following on from the Australia-Pakistan Tests, this sledge from the past fits in rather well. 
Bill Lawry:  “I think Pakistan’s problem is they’ve got to relax.” 
Richie Benaud:  “I don’t agree. I think Pakistan have got to learn how to bat, bowl and field. It’s a 
simple game.” 

--------------------------------------------------------------  

AND AN UMPIRING JOKE – IT HELPS TO LAUGH AT ONESELF! 
“Doctor, I feel like an umpire.” 
“Don’t be silly. There must be someone somewhere who likes you a little.” 
 

------------------------------ 
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A WANDER THROUGH WISDEN 
Most religions have their Holy Books. Such works as the Bible or the Koran are cherished and 
revered by their millions of adherents. In a similar, though less serious way, many cricket followers 
turn annually to a very special volume for wisdom and information. It is called Wisden Cricketer's 
Almanack. It is published annually, and is usually on sale by April of the forthcoming year, although 
it invariably takes several months for the British publishers to 
provide copies for its Australian customers. Probably bring it out 
by rowboat, knowing the British! However, it is always worth the 
wait, and I can assure those not familiar with the book that "weight" 
would be a more appropriate spelling of the word, as the current 
edition runs to 1536 pages. 
Wisden was first published in 1864, a year in which such important 
events as the re-election of Abraham Lincoln to the USA 
Presidency, and the opening of the first fish-and-chip shop in 
London occurred. It contained 116 pages and sold for the princely 
sum of 1 shilling. Before you race off to your nearest Used 
Bookshop to purchase a copy, may I inform you that copies of the 
original edition now sell (when available) for $30,000. Similar 
prices apply to most 19th Century issues of Wisden. 1864 contains 
full scorecards of all games between The Gentlemen and The 
Players (i.e., the Amateurs and the Professionals) and the All 
England and United Eleven teams. A brief mention is made of the 
formation of the Yorkshire County Cricket Club, in South Africa the 
first cricket club to be organised was in the Transvaal, while 
passing reference is made of the second English team to tour Australia under the captaincy of 
George Parr. No scores, however. Troubled that possible buyers of this new and not particularly 
attractive volume might not be prepared to produce coin of the realm from their pockets to purchase 
it, editor John Wisden provided extra information in areas other than cricket, such as University 
rowing matches; the names of racehorses that had won the Derby, Oaks or St. Leger, and the Rules 
of Bowls and Quoits. 
But the first edition sold well, and the next few editions likewise. Within ten years, score details were 
supplemented by match reports - brief at first, but eventually well-detailed. Other articles soon 
appeared, dealing not solely with scorecards and game comments, but discussions and evaluations 
of major cricket issues. The Laws of Cricket were published in full, but in rather small print - two 
pages in fact. There were 55 Laws, each of them consisting of one, two or three paragraphs. Today 
they would occupy some five pages. The current Laws (42) occupy some 168 pages. Tortuous and 
highly overstated, they make you yearn to be an umpire of the early 20th rather than 21st century. 
What is Ralph's favourite Law of the early editions? Easy ; Law 51: “No umpire shall be permitted to 
bet.” I think that this would cause some problems with a few of our current Umpire Members. 
The expansion of the book over the remainder of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century, saw the 
development of issues of Wisden into the universally acknowledged work on world cricket. A few 
competitors endeavoured to nudge themselves into the market, the only successful ones being 
monthlys like The Cricketer, the contents of which vary between interviews with current and recently 
retired players, and full scorecards of Test and County matches from the previous months. 
But there are some years where the issues of Wisden took a dramatic change in format. Take the 
1916 edition. It had shrunk to 196 pages, a significant decrease to those of the previous years. 
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Reason? A small conflict in Europe known as World War I. No scorecards or reports of Test 
Matches, County Matches, or Sheffield Shield Games, None was played. Instead, the obituary 
section is by far the largest section of the book - almost 200 pages. Examples at random: 
Private Ernest Douglas Allen ….was shot through the head during a night attack at Cuinchy on 
January 1 
Captain Robert Anderson ….died on September 29 of wounds received in France four days earlier. 
Major John G. Blackburne ….was killed in the Dardenelles on August 22, at the age of 42. 
2nd Lieutenant Cecil Ambrose Heal ….was wounded in Flanders on June 29, after being two days 
at the front, and died on July 3, aged 18. 
All men listed in Wisden had been cricketers, some at First-Class level, many in County Teams. The 
1917 and 1918 editions were of a similar format. It took until 1920 before actual cricket became the 
major part of the book. But the next 10 - 12 editions brought good news as cricket from other 
countries gradually became “First Class”, and a few even challenged the monopoly of England and 
Australia. And then came the revolution in 1930 where a young fellow with the initials DGB came on 
the scene. After this, cricket moved up a notch or two. But more of that in a future edition. 

Ralph Francione 
------------------------------------------------------ 

NEWS FROM YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

At its meeting on 3 December, 2019, the VCAUSA Executive considered and will continue to 
manage a range of matters including: 
• finance report and 2019-20 Membership; 
• prospective funding sources including sponsorship potential and Law 43 advertising potential; 
• discussions with CV Umpire Manager; 
• umpire exchange programs; 
• milestone certificates; 
• naming of the women’s competition umpire award; 
• scorer, life and associate members – contact/involvement/participation; 
• social cricket matches, Easter preparations and other social events including Veneto Club end of 

year presentation dinner – promotion, attendance, subsidies; 
• social media and website; 
• stock replenishment including end of season medals; and 
• Crockett Shield records. 

Dan Bomford 
------------------------------------------------ 
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SHORT “BIOS” OF PERSONS YOU MAY KNOW! 
Umpires’ Manager at Southern Bayside - Paul Jenson 
Paul Jenson has been umpiring and mentoring for four decades and more. 
His CV is seriously significant and over a 33-year period included more than 
500 matches. Among them were 20 first-class and List A games, Sheffield 
Shield and internationals involving England, India, Pakistan and West Indies. 
He also officiated in 319 Premier first-XI games including two finals. 
Paul umpired on the Crusaders tours between 2001-07 to Europe and the UK. 
In 2014 he umpired in the Twenty20 and Super 6s tournaments in Thailand 
and Burma. In 2017 he returned to Thailand for another Super 6s Tournament 
and also officiated in Myanmar (Burma) this year. 
In addition, to his umpiring roles with Cricket Victoria and the Crusaders, he 
umpired State Second XI, VJCA/VTCA, Victorian Sub-district, Ladies cricket, State under-age 
and School cricket - a grand total of 1233 games. 
Paul also was Umpires' Advisor with the Metropolitan Cricket League from 1988 to 1997, with 
the VTCA from 1997 to 2013 and with the Victorian Subbies from 2013 to 2017. Since 2017, he 
has been umpires' manager at Southern Bayside. 
His priority remains to share his knowledge and experience to improve the craft of umpiring. 
Well done Paul! 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

A Genuine “Cricket Tragic” - Don Moyes 
One of those who assisted most with the background and research towards 
Bob's Boys, our current reunion booklet on sale now, was ACS foundation 
member Don Moyes. Don has been keeping cuttings and scrapbooks since 
the 1940s, season-by-season. His 1969-70 file was invaluable for the book 
editors Ken Piesse and Mark Browning. 
A product of Scotch College, Don is a real cricket tragic - and was a fine player 
in his own right. In one club season, he gathered 78 wickets and overall has 
six hat-tricks, a double hat-trick and even five wickets in six balls. His best 
bowling performance was 10 for 1... but can't remember where he possibly 
allowed the single! 
In October, 1968, he contacted Sir Donald Bradman and asked him to become ACS Patron and 
speak at the Annual Dinner. Sir Donald agreed to both requests, having contacted Rad Grace 
who vouched for Don and the Society. Don was an inaugural Member and at the second 
meeting, was elected to replace Bill Jacobs on the committee. 
“For the first four Annual Dinners, I supplied after-dinner mints (through Bill Meaklim) and wine 
and cigars (through British Tobacco). Between 1968 and 1970, I sent membership applications 
to every author of cricketing ‘ Letters to the Editor’ to The Sun and The Age. 
“The early ACS Wandering XI games could be hilarious,” he said. “Ian Botham attempted to start 
WWIII against the NSW branch one year. Graeme Matthews once suggested to our skipper, 
Colin Barnes, after a long bowling spell, that it was time for a change. Colin's response: ‘OK, I'll 

 
Paul Jenson 

 
Don Moyes 
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switch ends’. 
“I have made life-long friends from the early committees - Ian Stuart, Ken Woolfe, Rad Grace, 
George Murray, Roger Page, Merv Shaw and Andrew Joseph. 
“My favourite cricket story about myself is my ‘reverse’ hat-trick – I dropped three catches in 
successive balls off the same bowler!”  

(Texts taken from Pavilion 2019-20, ed. Ken Piesse (Australian Cricket Society) p 37.) 
----------------------------------------------------- 

CA IS DISINGENUOUS AND ITS SYSTEM SEXIST 

Who’s the most powerful man in Australian cricket? Might it be Earl Eddings, the chairman of Cricket 
Australia (CA)? Or his chief executive Kevin Roberts? Or captain Tim Paine or former captain Steve 
Smith? Seemingly not. According to Eddings himself, it is Sean Carroll, the genial ex-cop who 
oversees CA’s integrity unit, and who two weeks ago effectively rubbed out junior Hobart Hurricanes 
player Emily Smith for a year for an innocent jest in a dressing room at Burnie that had no 
measurable consequences for anyone - except for her. 
Why is Carroll so particularly powerful? Because none, apparently, can now question the penalty, 
for fear, it would seem, of undermining CA’s whole compliance edifice. The integrity unit, Eddings 
now argues, is “ring fenced” from the rest of CA by dint of its role.  It can be subject to no supervision 
or revision, and is certainly not to be discussed at a meeting mooted with an Australian Cricketers’ 
Association (ACA) delegation led by its president, Shane Watson. 
“We always talk to the ACA, but our hands are tied,” Eddings insisted. “We can’t change the decision 
under the Code of Conduct. As I have said to Shane, we don’t need to meet. There are other forums 
where we can meet, and we can’t change the decision and won’t change the decision. While this 
week with the Emily Smith situation there are some disagreements about the outcome, I think it’s 
been done respectfully and with mutual respect. Like anything, it is a work in progress”. Progress? 
Sounds an awful lot like inertia. 
The “Emily Smith situation”, as Eddings decorously calls it, by now needs no further elaboration on 
the facts, which are undisputed, and in the process of which the player was perfectly co-operative 
and remorseful. The reaction to it has shown CA at its most obdurate and punitive, but also evasive 
in its halting and shifting explanations. And the fact Cricket Tasmania was fined $A10,000 
(£UK5,265) because its officials allowed phones in an area the players shouldn’t have had them, 
has most certainly been lost in passing. 
First it was all: hey, look at us, we’re so serious about integrity, we virtually invented integrity, we’ve 
got lumps of it round the back. It was people showily praising their own rectitude. Then it was Smith’s 
fault because she didn’t dispute the sentence, which was never an option offered her, and/or the 
ACA’s fault, because it didn’t insist on her doing so when after several unpleasant weeks she 
understandably wished the process to end. After all, there was always the possibility of a still heavier 
penalty if she did not suck it up. 
Now we’re presented with Australian cricket’s version of papal infallibility, as though the Anti-
Corruption Code itself is a form of holy writ. The system. All must bow before the system. Our hands 
are tied. Never mind that we tied them. In fact, everything about the sentence imposed on Smith 
implies a maladaptation of a code devised for a wealthy, established, hyperprofessionalised male 
game to a female game in the very earliest stages of its professional evolution. 

(cont’d on page 14) 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
Leather Soul – A half-back flanker’s rhythm and blues – Bob Murphy (Nero Books, Carlton, 
2018) ISBN 978 176 0640 521 
Bob Murphy was always going to be a bit different to the average footballer with a dad who had 
been a Catholic Priest and a mother who had been a Nun.  Growing up in Warragul, Bob would lie 
on his bed, smelling his football and daydreaming.  At primary school he played lunchtime matches 
on a gravel car park and learnt to “keep his feet” or lose the skin on his hands and knees.  The goals 
at one end were the back wall of St. Joseph’s church.  Hitting the post risked breaking the stained-
glass windows on either side.  Despite the lack of a proper oval, his school were state champions 
with Bob playing as a Year 5 against older and stronger boys. 
His first game for the Warragul Colts at age 9 started slowly – waiting and watching on the edge of 
the pack for the first eight minutes.  His father thought he was too timid for football.  Then Bob 
swooped on a loose ball, picked up cleanly, dodged a few players and drilled a pass to a team mate 
downfield.  He would demonstrate those skills at the Gippsland Power after initially being rejected.  
Drafted at number 13 in 1999 by the Western Bulldogs, he completed Year 12 at Footscray City 
College and slept on his sister’s loungeroom floor.  Arriving at training with his clothes, boots and 
towel under his arm, using a kit bag hadn’t occurred to him until a senior player told him to “tidy up 
his professionalism”. 
Murphy debuted for the Dogs against Carlton in 2000.  His first three games were narrow wins over 
the Blues, Collingwood and the undefeated Essendon, after the introduction of the “super flood” of 
14 defenders masterminded by coach Terry Wallace.  I was a policeman at the game and we were 
ordered to arrest the Dog’s supporter who stole the football at the end.  Amazing how many of the 
crowd suddenly had Footscray jumpers and red footballs – impossible to identify the perpetrator!  
Despite the winning streak, Murphy was dropped to the VFL.  By 2001 he had only played 10 games, 
but next year received a late call up for the International Rules team to Ireland.  As the bus entered 
a Dublin stadium for a practice match, the local children welcomed them by throwing rocks at the 
windows.  Murphy realised their “brown hair, red cheeks and freckle-dotted faces” reminded him of 
HIM!  He had come home to the birthplace of his ancestors but, the Irish crowds called him a traitor 
at every opportunity.  Murphy now immerses himself in Irish culture, particularly while drinking 
Guinness at The Drunken Poet in West Melbourne and listening to The Pogues. 
In April, 2016 the top of the ladder Bulldogs played Hawthorn.  With 90 seconds left Captain Murphy 
took on two opponents as one leg planted in the turf and his anterior cruciate ligament goes for the 
second time, ending his season.  Watching from the coaches’ box as the Bulldogs win the flag after 
a 62-year drought, his pain at missing out is tempered by the joy of seeing his team succeed.  “The 
reality was better than our dreams; how often can you say that in life?” asks Murphy. 

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 

CA IS DISINGENUOUS AND ITS SYSTEM SEXIST (CONT’D FROM PAGE 13) 
As the former English cricketer turned lawyer, Isabelle Westbury, put it in a considered contribution 
to Cricinfo last week: “When first drafting the Code, the law makers could not have contemplated it 
being applied to a new class of professional athlete. Women now play as professional cricketers, 
but for a better part of their development years, their expectations, education and social interactions 
were built on the assumption that sport would remain a voluntary pastime for them”. 

(cont’d on page 15) 
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THE VCAUSA COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

ARE ORGANISING A NIGHT OUT AT THE 
 

EL CAMINO CANTINA MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT 

Acapulco semi-private dining area 
222 Brunswick Street    

FITZROY  
7PM THURSDAY 9th JANUARY 2020 

 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING PLEASE NOTIFY 

 gerry.schembri@gmail.com 
0409817719 

RSVP By 3rd January 2020 
 

Set Menu including Appetizers, Entrée, Mains & 
Dessert. 

Subsidised Cost per head: $45 members & partners  
Drinks at Bar Prices at own cost (NO BYO) 

www.elcalminocantina.com.au 

----------------------------------------------------- 
CA IS DISINGENUOUS AND ITS SYSTEM SEXIST (CONT’D FROM PAGE 14) 

It is surely no coincidence, as Westbury observed, that five of the last six sanctions issued under 
CA’s Anti-Corruption Code have been imposed on women, four of them for harmless, minuscule 
and recreational bets - the same kind, incidentally, as CA cheerfully promotes through its lucrative 
relationship with Bet365. If these are the kind of “offences” the Code is thwarting, then it seems to 
be trivialising the whole concept of anti-corruption activities - to be much more about the appearance 
of seriousness than seriousness itself. 
The lack of proportion to the penalty on Smith is likewise so gross as to call the whole apparatus 
into question. When a young player is left with her phone in a dressing room by inattentive 
management at a game more or less bound to be washed out, is it so surprising that she might use 
it for fun without full apprehension of all the possible implications?  

(cont’d on page 16) 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2019-20, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Tuesday, 17 December, 
2019 

CV T&D (7:00 pm) CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Thursday, 9 January, 2020 Restaurant Night 
(Mexican) 

See advertisement on previous 
page – RSVP by 3 January, 
2020 

Monday – Thursday, 13 – 
16 January, 2020, 7:00 pm 

CV T&Ds, (1st – 4th XI 
Panels different nights) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 21 January,  
2020, 7:30 pm  

CoM Meeting  Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 11 February, 
2020, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda  

Friday, 21 February, 2020 MUCC Business Breakfast RACV City Club, Bourke Street, 
Melbourne 

Thursday, 5 March, 2020, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV CitiPower Centre, St Kilda 

Monday, 9 March, 2020 Social Cricket Match VCAUSA vs Mount Waverley 
Vets 

Friday, 10 April, 2020 Premier Cricket Awards 
Night 

Venue TBA 

Friday, 1 May, 2020 VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

5 – 8 June, 2020 Joint SACUSA/VCASUSA 
Meeting Weekend 

Penola, South Australia 

CA IS DISINGENUOUS AND ITS SYSTEM SEXIST (CONT’D FROM PAGE 15) 
Would the batting order on a whiteboard that could apparently be viewed by any passer-by through 
the dressing-room window, look so much like top secret, eyes-only, burn-after-reading information? 
These are questions Carroll, in the tripartite role of investigator, judge and jury, deemed the Code 
too inelastic to factor in. But in the universe in which the rest of us live - including, perhaps, even 
some members of the CA board – there is surely scope to consider normal human responses, 
attitudes and relativities. After all, what possible point is there in banning Smith from all club cricket 
in the period of her suspension? This latitude was allowed even the three malefactors of Cape 
Town!! 
To hear Roberts argue at the weekend that he “absolutely empathised” with Smith and it was CA 
who had her best interests at heart rather than those who have argued for lenience was, in this 
context, perfectly disingenuous. What has any of this achieved for anyone involved? No corruption 
was prevented, as the game did not take place. No malicious intent was punished, because there 
was none. No example was set, because everyone agrees that the incident was trivial and isolated. 
All that has happened is that the system has been made to seem kind of nasty, crude and, frankly, 
a bit sexist. And I’m pretty sure that Sean Carroll, a perfectly pleasant man, never wanted to be the 
most powerful man in Australian cricket. 

 (from Playing the Game, No. 2957-14670, 2nd December, 2019) 


